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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described ia a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sandvick (U.S. 
4,763,380). Sandvick teaches a hygiene cap 10 detachably provided for a can having a lid formed with an 
outlet and an opener for opening the outlet (see col. 4 lines 27-54). The hygiene cap comprises a cap 
body interposed between the radially outer surface (or perimeter) of the lid and the opener and rotates 
about the lid. The cleaner 16 is attached under the cap body and cleans the outer surface of the lid as the 
cap body rotates. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thomas (U.S. 
2005/021 1708) in view of Sandvick(U.S. 4,763,380). Thomas teaches a hygiene cap lA detachably 
provided for a can having a lid formed with an outlet IE and an opener IB for opening the outlet. The 
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hygiene cap comprises a cap body interposed between the hd and the opener and rotates about the lid (see 
figures 1 and 2). 

Thomas does not teach the cleaner. Sandvick teaches that it is known to provide a hygiene cap 
with a cleaner (see element 16). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the hygiene cap of Thomas with the cleaner of Sandvick, in order 
to clean the top of the lid. 

6. Claims 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sandvick (U.S. 
4,763,380) in view of Perra (U.S. 2004/0060935). Sandvick discloses the claimed invention except for 
the grip. Perra teaches that it is known to provide a closure with a grip (see element 16). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the cap 
of Sandvick with the grip of Perra, in order to allow the user to grasp and rotate the lid more firmly. 

7. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sandvick (U.S. 
4,763,380) in view of Song (U.S. 2001/0040163). Sandvick discloses the claimed invention except for 
the advertisement. Song teaches that it is known to provide a closure with advertising material. It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide the 
cap of Sandvick with advertising material, as taught by Song, in order to advertise the contents. 

8. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sandvick (U.S. 
4,763,380) in view of Moga (U.S. 2003/0081980). Sandvick discloses the claimed invention except for 
the antibacterial agent. Moga teaches that it is known to provide a cleaner with an antibacterial agent. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the cap of Sandvick with the cleaners having an antibacterial agent, as taught by Moga, in order 
to better cleanse the can surface. 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
The prior art is cited for the cleaning apparatus. 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS NON-FINAL. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to NIKI M. ELOSHWAY whose telephone number is (571)272-4538. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Anthony Stashick can be reached on 571-272-4561. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Elecfronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Niki M. Eloshway/ 
Niki M. Eloshway 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3781 

nme 



